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Unit 4.1 DB: Language Development Periods
I precisely believe that there are critical periods for language development. Different researches have been conducted in the efforts of defining the ages at which a critical period of language development occurs. I do precisely think that different changes occur to human sensitivity, which affects linguistic stimuli over developmental time (Newport, 2006). 
Considering the cognitive development of a Genie (a girl isolated from the human contact) concerning language development, the girl had not experienced deprivation during the isolation. This girl must be experiencing significant language delays due to the isolation when compared to those children of the same age who never experienced isolation. An isolated girl will lose all exposure to the language since during the period of isolation; the girl will not be able to come into contact with any human (Werker & Hensch, 2015).  Once the girls are back to human contact, they will begin with the development of phonology (speech sounds), which is the most sensitive to early linguistic input. Generally, the period of development of phonology for a person coming from isolation is the critical period for language development. Such an individual can even learn a language different from what they had learned before the isolation.

From neuropsychology, adults are more likely to suffer from permanent language impairment more than children from instances of brain damage.  The critical period of language development is evidenced during the recovery from brain damage. When recovering from brain damage, language acquisition can precisely benefit much during this particular time (Werker & Hensch, 2015).  An individual recovering from damage would precisely develop language and speech with native-like abilities despite them having no left hemisphere. Additionally, adults recovering from brain damage have evidence of language reorganization.
In conclusion, there exists a critical period in language development defined in several language development scenarios including early deprivation, neglect, congenital deafness, second language acquisition as well as during recovery from damage. 
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